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'Nation-Building in Afghanistan: and Regime Change in Iraq' To Be Focus of May 27 Talk at Cal Poly 
SAN LUIS OBISPO -- M. Nazif Shahrani, chair of the Department of Near Eastern Languages and Cultures 
at the University of Indiana, will speak on "Nation-Building in Afghanistan and Regime Change in Iraq: U.S. 
Promises and Future Prospects" from 7 to 9 p.m. May 27 at Cal Poly. 
Shahrani refers to himself as a "native" anthropologist. As a college student in Afghanistan in the mid 1960s, 
he concluded that anthropology was a discipline relevant to the future development of countries such as his 
own homeland. He became interested in sociocultural anthropology because, he believed, it offered analysis 
of -- and remedies for -- contemporary social problems, including poverty, injustice, inequality, and 
socioeconomic and technological underdevelopment. 
He has written dozens of articles on Afghanistan and Islam. His postdoctoral education includes an Andrew 
W. Mellon Fellowship at the Stanford Humanities Center at Stanford University and, more recently, a 
Woodrow Wilson Fellowship for International Scholars at the Smithsonian Institution. 
Shahrani's talk, in Philips Hall in the Christopher Cohan Center, is the final in a series of presentations 
sponsored by Cal Poly's College of Liberal Arts and its History and Journalism departments. The series was 
intended to provide a broad perspective on issues affecting the road to peace in the Middle East. 
The public is invited to the free talk.  or more information call the College of Liberal Arts at 756-2706 or visit 
the Web site at http://cla.calpoly.edu/cla/news/middle_east.html. 
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